ORDINANCE NO. -- 2025
AN ORDINANCE OF BLAIR TOWNSHIP, BLAIR COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA, REGULATING THE DISCHARGING OF FIREARMS
WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Blair Township,

and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same as follows:

SECTION 1: Intent and Purpose. The Board of Supervisors has determined that

it is necessary to regulate the discharging of firearms for the protection of the public health
and safety and general welfare of the residents, property owners, visitors and others

within Blair Township, and that the unauthorized discharge of firearms be prohibited.

SECTION 2: Definition. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the term “firearm”

shall include, but not be limited to, any gun, shotgun, rifle, handgun, pistol, pellet gun, BB
gun, crossbow, bow and arrow, slingshot or any other device which propels a projectile

through the use of force.

SECTION 3: Firing or Discharging Prohibited Generally. It shall be unlawful to

fire or discharge any firearm within the Township of Blair except as provided in this

Ordinance.

SECTION 4: Exceptions.

A. Unconditional Exceptions. Firearms may be discharged in the Township:



1. By any duly appointed law enforcement officer in the course of his or her
official duty.

2. By farmers engaged in "normal agricultural operation" protecting their
"agricultural commodity" from animal predators in accordance with the
Pennsylvania Right to Farm Act, 3 P.S. § 951, et seq,.

3. When employed for self-defense or other necessary use as authorized

under state and/or federal law.

B. Conditional Exceptions. So long as the discharge does not occur before
dawn or after dusk and is not within two hundred (200) yards of a property
boundary, firearms may be discharged in the Township:

1. When hunting, in conformity with the game laws and other applicable
laws, regulations, permits and ordinances of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and this Township, including, but not limited to, a deer
control permit issued by the Pennsylvania Game Commission; provided
that any person hunting upon the land of another shall have the written
permission of the landowner or lessee of the property and shall have the
written permission upon his or her person. The written permission shall
be signed by the owner, the owner's authorized representative or official,
or lessee, shall clearly and legibly state the name and address of the
person to whom the permission has been granted, and shall be dated
and shall be valid only for that period as appears on the face of the

permittee's then-current state hunting license or permit.



2. On indoor or outdoor shooting ranges, provided that all shooting ranges
shall be constructed and operated in a safe and prudent manner and
consistent with any applicable Township ordinances as well as (to the
extent such standards exist) any standards, regulations and/or
recommended procedures for operation as are established or
promulgated by any recognized body, such as the National Rifle
Association or the American Trap Shooting Association.

3. By members of any organization incorporated under laws of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania engaged in target shooting upon the
grounds or property belonging to or under the control of such
organization or affiliated club, such as the Pennsylvania Federation of

Sportsmen's Clubs, Inc.

SECTION 5: Improper _Use Prohibited. Notwithstanding any potentially

applicable exception provided above, the careless, reckless, or improper use of any
firearm tending to imperil or cause danger or harm to personal security or to endanger

the property of any person within the Township of Blair is prohibited.

SECTION 6: Violation _and Penalties. Any person or persons discharging a

firearm, or any owner or occupant of real property who permits a discharge of a firearm
on his or her property, in violation of any of the provisions of this Ordinance, shall be guilty
of a summary offense and, upon conviction thereof in an action brought before a

magisterial district judge in the manner provided for the enforcement of summary offenses



under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of
not more than $1,000 plus costs and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a
term of imprisonment not to exceed 90 days. Each day that a violation of this Ordinance
continues or each section or subsection of this Ordinance which shall be found to have
been violated shall constitute a separate offense. If the defendant neither pays nor timely
appeals the judgment, the Township may enforce the judgment pursuant to the applicable
rules of civil procedure. Prosecution under this Ordinance may be instituted by a Blair
Township Code Enforcement Officer, Blair Township Police Officer, or any other law

enforcement officer.

ADOPTED as an Ordinance of the Board of Supervisors of Blair Township, Blair
County, Pennsylvania, at a meeting of said Board of Supervisors held on the day

of , 2025.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we hereunto set our hands and corporate seals this

day of , 2025.

ATTEST: TOWNSHIP OF BLAIR

By

Secretary




